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Abstract: India is a democratic, sovereign, socialist, secular and republic country. Imparting Primary 
Education is a constitutional obligation of the government. Article 45 of the Directive Principles of Indian 
Constitution and the 86th  Amendment Act, 2002 state that it is the duty of the government to provide free and 
compulsory education to every child he or she attains the age of 14.The right of children to free and 
compulsory Education Act has come into force from April 01,2010.This is a historical day for people of 
India as from this day the right to Education will be accorded the same legal status as the right to life 
provided by Article 21A of Indian constitution. Every child in the age group of 6 to 14 years will be provided 
8 years of elementary education in an age appropriate classroom in the vicinity of his/her neighbourhood. 
The objective of this paper was to study the enrolment of boys and girls students, enrolment of general, SC, 
ST and OBC category students, number of government schools and number of teachers, and student teacher 
ratio at the elementary level of Hamirpur District under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 
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INTRODUCTION 
            Today the world is passing through rapid 
changes. The world is on the threshold of exciting 
and revolutionary period in which the scientific 
study of man is harnessed in man’s least interest. 
Education must play its part. It must accept the fact 
that a sweeping revision of education practices is 
possible and inevitable. Naik (1996) presented a 
comprehensive overview of elementary education 
in India. He states that improving primary 
education should be given the highest priority. The 
consequences of an unorganised system of 
elementary education could have disastrous 
consequences for the country. Education helps in 
the development of the society and also helps to 
achieve a better social order. Historically, 
education is regarded as an instrument of 
development and a factor as an instrument of 
development and a factor for social change. “ASER 
(2008) has surveyed 570 rural districts of the 
country. It has reported that although 95.7 percent 
of children in the 6-14 years age groups are 
enrolled in schools, the learning level appear to be 
stagnant or decling. Only 41 percent across grades 
1 to VIII were able to read simple stories, whereas 
43.6 percent students were able to write without 
any error”.    
             Dua (2009) commented on “Right of 
Children to Free and Compulsory Education bill”,  
2009 has observed that the need for giving a boost 
to children’s education cannot be overstressed in a 
country where some 30 crore people are illiterate.  
It has been argued that while 
implementing the law, the authorities have to 
ensure the quality of education imparted to 
students”. The main objective of the Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan was that the all children in school, 
Education Guarantee centre, Alternate School, 
Back-to-school camp by 2003, all children 
complete five years of primary schooling by 2007 
and eight years of elementary schooling by 
2010.Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan focus on the 
elementary education of satisfactory quality with 
emphasis for the life and bridge all gender and 
social category gaps at primary stage by 2007 and 
at elementary education level by 2010.”Basu 
(1975) conducted a study on female education in 
Bihar from 1904 A.D. to present day. The main 
objective of the study were to investigate the 
causes of the backwardness of education of women 
in Bihar”. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan has two aspects 
i.e. it provides a wide convergent framework for 
implementation of Elementary Education Schemes 
and programme with budget provision for 
strengthening vital areas to achieve universalization 
of elementary education. Dubey (2006) in his 
Article Sarva Shiksha for special focus groups said 
that although SSA depends upon the initiative 
taken and drive launched by the school education 
department of each state, but its implementation at 
the ground level is equally important”. As part of 
the SSA, the Central and the State governments 
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will undertake reforms in order to improve 
efficiency of the delivery system. Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan is based on the premise that financing of 
elementary education interventions has to be 
sustainable and programme calls for community 
ownership of school-based interventions through 
effective decentralisation.  “Sharma (2004) 
analysed the effectiveness of the Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan in district Hamirpur of Himachal Pradesh 
in terms of academic achievement of students”. It 
conceives a major capacity building role for 
national, state and district level institutions like 
NCERT/NCTE/SCERT/SIEMAT/DIET. It calls for 
the improvement of the mainstream educational 
administration by institutional development, 
infusion of new approaches and by adoption of cost 
effective and efficient methods and this programme 
will have a community based monitoring system. 
“Aggarwal (1997) examined the need for consistent 
and timely availability of data on keys indicators in 
the area of education”.  
            “Bose (1976) observed that the average 
total recurring expenditure per student in an 
elementary in West Bengal was Rs 57.08 and 51.75 
among the schools in Calcutta”. Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan works on community based approach to 
planning with habitation as a unit of planning and 
envisages cooperation between teachers, parents 
and PRIs, as well as accountability and 
transparency to the community. Education of girls, 
especially those belonging to the scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes and minorities, will be one of 
the principal concerns in Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 
“Banerjee (1997) explored factors which needs to 
be heeled if universalisation of primary education 
is to become a reality.She concluded that the focus 
must be on local condition affecting such as 
allocation and use of resources and teaching 
learning process in the classrooms”. There will be a 
focus on the inclusion and participation of children 
from SC/ST, minorities groups and the children 
with special needs, in the educational process. It 
lays a special thrust on making education at the 
elementary level useful and relevant for children by 
improving the curriculum, child-centred activities 
and effective teaching learning strategies and it 
recognizes the critical and central role of the 
teachers and advocates a focus on their 
development needs. Mehta (2006) in his report said 
that the successful implementation of any 
educational programme, effective monitoring 
coupled with efficient information system is 
essential”.As per the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
framework, each district will prepare a District 
Elementary Education Plan reflecting all the 
investments being made and required in the 
elementary education sector, with a holistic and 
convergent approach. “Chauhan (2009) in a study 
on primary level of education (2000-2001 to 2007-
2008) to assess educational development in all 
primary schools in the journey of primary 
schooling from (2000-01 to 2007-08) has been 
average performance”. Government, local Body, 
and government aided schools would be covered 
under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, as is the practice 
under the Mid Day Meal scheme and DPEP. 
“NUEPA (2009) has published statistics o 
elementary educations which are based on DISE 
data for the year 2007-08. The educational 
development index has been computing in which a 
set of 23 indicators have been used in computed the 
EDI. These are further divided into 4 subgroups 
namely access, infrastructure, teachers and 
outcome indicators”. In case private sector wishes 
to improve the functioning of a government, local 
body or a private aided school, efforts to develop a 
partnership would be made within the broad 
parameters of State policy in this regard. “Kaur 
(2008) in a study concluded that parental 
educational level is quite low among elementary 
school students having rural background”.The 
assistance under the programme of Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan will be on an 85:15 sharing arrangement 
during the IX plan, 75:25 sharing arrangement 
during the X Plan, and 50:50 sharing thereafter 
between the central government and State 
governments. Mishra (2007) has reported that 
despite being projected as a large success, the 
flagship programme of government for the 
universalization of primary education, that is SSA, 
leaves much to be desired”. The Commitments 
regarding sharing of costs would be taken from 
State governments in writing. The support for 
teacher salary appointed under the SSA programme 
could be shared between the Central government 
and the State government in a ratio of 85:15 during 
the IX plan, 75:25 during the X plan and 50:50 
thereafter. Ramchadran (2003) in a study 
concluded the lack of access to upper priary 
schools within village which caused most girls to 
drop out after the primary level as many families 
do not allow their daughters to travel outside the 
village to study”. Incentive schemes like 
distribution of scholarships and uniforms will 
continue to be under the State Plan. They will not 
be funded under the SSA programme. 
OBJECTIVES 
The main objective of the present study was as 
under: 
(1) To study the socio-demographic profile of 
Hamirpur district of Himachal Pradesh in terms of  
population ,literacy, status and enrolment 
of boys and girls students at elementary level. 
(2) To study the enrolment of general, SC, 
Stand OBC category students at the elementary 
level. 
(3) To study the number of government 
schools and numbers of teachers at the elementary 
level. 
(4) To study the student teacher ratio at the 
elementary level in Hamirpur district of Himachal 
Pradesh. 
(5)  
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DELIMITATIONS:- 
The present study was delimited as follows- 
(1) The study was confined to Hamirpur 
district and only with respect to educational 
development at the  
elementary level. 
(2) Only secondary sources were used for the 
conduct of study and no primary data were 
collected. 
(3) Only documentary analysis and 
percentage analysis were used. 
OPERATIONAL DEFINITION OF TERMS: 
(1) SARVA SHIKSHA ABHIYAN-It refers 
to to centrally sponsored scheme to provide free 
and compulsory education at elementary stage for 
all children in age group 6-14 years by 2010 and to 
improve quality of education. The programme is 
district specific and being implemented by district 
educational authorities under the supervision of 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Authority and SCERT. 
(2) CASE STUDY- It is the research method, 
under descriptive studies to focus on a single, few 
units of sample (district Hamirpur in present study) 
to look into all aspects of inputs under SSA and 
quality improvement in UEE over the period 2003 
to 2009. 
METHODOLOGY: 
The Descriptive method of the study was used in 
this method. Descriptive method also includes 
Documentary Analysis, Trend Analysis and In-
depth Analysis in this study. 
SOURCES OF DATA: 
The study is based on secondary sources of data. 
Information from various sources was compared 
with following indicators- 
(1) Profile of district Hamirpur. 
(2) Enrolment at elementary stage (Primary & 
Upper-Primary). 
(3) Elementary school teacher strength. 
(4) Enrolment of girls and boys at elementary 
stage. 
(5) Enrolment of SC, ST, OBC, and General 
Students at elementary stage. 
TABULATION OF DATA: 
 In the present study data were tabulated from 
2003-04 to 2008-09 for the purpose of analysis and 
interpretation of data. 
TREATMENT OF THE DATA 
Percentage analysis was used to find out changes in 
school facilities and enrolment to access the impact 
of SSA in Hamirpur district of Himachal Pradesh. 
RESULTS AND INTERPRETATION 
On the basis of analysis of data following results 
may be drawn: 
STUDENTS ENROLMENT 
The percentage share of girls has remained static 
between 46.36% to 45.96% over the period 2003 to 
2009 in primary schools and also remained static in 
upper primary schools between 48.89% to 45.71% 
over the period 2003 to 2009. It has been less than 
50% which may be due to biased sex ratio in 
population. Also it may be stated that the girls 
enrolment ratio is satisfactory keeping in view the 
basis in sex ratio at Hamirpur.  
STUDENT ENROLMENT IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
Year Total 
Enro-
lment 
Boys % of 
Boys 
Girls % of 
Girls 
2003 40832 21903 53.64 18929 46.36 
2004 41477 22422 54.05 19055 45.94 
2005 41895 22693 54.16 19202 45.83 
2006 41162 22258 54.07 18904 45.92 
2007 40225 21796 54.18 18429 45.81 
2008 39189 21220 54.70 17969 45.85 
2009 38792 20963 54.04 17829 45.96 
SOURCE: DISE 2009. 
From the above Table it may be said that: 
(1) There has been increasing trend in the 
total enrolment from 2003 to 2005. 
However, there has been declining trend 
from the year 2006 onwards. 
(2) There has been also increasing trend in the 
enrolment of boys and girls from year 
2003 to 2005 and declining trend from 
2006 to 2009.  
STUDENT ENROLMENT IN UPPER 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Year Total 
Enro-
lment 
Boys % of 
Boys 
Girls % of 
Girls 
2003 29441 15048 51.11 14393 48.89 
2004 28368 14773 52.08 13595 47.92 
2005 26931 14159 52.58 12772 47.42 
2006 26068 14040 53.86 12028 46.14 
2007 27330 14754 53.98 12576 46.02 
2008 27246 14824 54.41 12422 45.59 
2009 26719 14507 54.29 12212 45.71 
Source: DISE 2009 
On the basis of the above Table, the following 
interpretation can be drawn: 
(1) The total enrolment at Upper primary 
stage showed a declining trend from year 
2003 to 2009. However, there was 
increasing trend in the year 2007. 
(2) In case of enrolment of boys and girls at 
upper primary stage, there was a 
decreasing trend from the year 2003 to 
2006. However, the enrolment increased 
in the year 2007 and decreased from year 
2008 to 2009. 
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(3) There was an increase in enrolment 
percentage of boys from the year 2003 to 
2009. However, there enrolment 
percentage of girls showed declining from 
the year 2003 to 2008 and increased in 
2009.  
The enrolment of boys in primary 
and upper primary schools showed the 
declining trend from 2003 to 2009. The 
percentage enrolment of the boys showed 
the declining trend in primary schools, 
however, in upper primary schools it 
showed increased enrolment. 
GENERAL STUDENTS ENROLMENT IN 
RELATION TO TOTAL ENROLMENT 
(1) Enrolment of general students has 
decreased in 2009 than 2003 in primary 
schools and upper primary schools. 
(2) The percentage of general student’s 
enrolment decreased nearly 3.34% from 
51.30% to 42.71% in year 2003 to 2009 in 
primary schools and decreased nearly 
3.25% from 56.89% to 48.29% over the 
period 2003 to 2009 in upper primary 
schools. 
(3) Regular decreases in number of general 
population in government elementary 
schools may be, because of increase in 
strengthen of general population to send 
their children to provide schools. 
SC, ST AND OBC ENROLMENT IN 
RELATION TO TOTAL ENROLMENT 
(1) Enrolment of SC and ST has been 
decreased in 2009 as compared to 2003 in 
primary and upper-primary schools. 
However the enrolment of OBC enrolment 
also showed declining trend from 2003 to 
2009. 
(2) The percentage of enrolment of SC, ST 
and OBC student’s enrolment has 
increased from 2003 to 2009 in primary 
and upper primary schools.  
(3) The percentage of SC student’s enrolment 
increased nearly 5.41% from 30.45% to 
35.86% in year 2003 to 2009 in primary 
schools and increased nearly 5.58% from 
25.86% to 31.44% over the period 2003 to 
2009 in upper primary schools and the 
percentage of ST students enrolment 
increased nearly 0.58% from 0.49% to 
1.07% in year 2003 to 2009 in primary 
schools and a little decreased trend from 
0.74% to 0.90% in year 2003 to 2009, 
while The percentage of OBC student’s 
enrolment increased nearly 2.61% from 
17.75% to 20.36% in year 2003 to 2009 in 
primary schools and increased nearly 
3.53% from 16.34% to 19.87% over the 
period 2003 to 2009 in upper primary 
schools. 
 
CASTWISE ENROLMENT IN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Year Total 
Enrolment 
General 
Enrol 
ment 
SC  
Enrol 
ment 
ST  
Enrol 
ment 
OBC  
Enrol 
ment 
% 
of Gen 
eral 
% 
of SC 
% 
of ST 
% 
of OBC 
2003 31140 15975 9483 154 5528 51.30 30.45 0.49 17.75 
2004 29991 14856 9331 172 5632 49.43 31.11 0.57 18.77 
2005 28643 13767 9110 246 5520 48.06 31.80 0.86 19.27 
2006 26665 12322 8835 206 5302 46.21 33.13 0.77 19.88 
2007 24807 11095 8413 233 5066 44.72 33.91 0.94 20.42 
2008 22749 9876 7984 215 4674 43.41 35.09 0.94 20.55 
2009 21190 9051 7598 227 4314 42.71 35.86 1.07 20.36 
Source: DISE 2009 
On the basis of above table, the following interpretation can be drawn: 
(1)  The total enrolment of general students showed a declining trend from year 2003 to 2009. There 
was also declining trend in enrolment percentage of general students from year 2003 to 2009. 
(2) The total enrolment of SC students showed declining trend from 2003 to 2005 and increased in 
2006, than again follow declining trend 2007 to 2009. However, there was increased percentage 
enrolment from 2003 to 2004, decreased in 2005 and increased from 2006 to 2009. 
(3) The ST students enrolment showed the increased enrolment from 2003 to 2005, decline in 2006, 
increased in 2007 and decreased in 2008. In 2009 it increased. The percentage enrolment increased 
from 2003 to 2005 and increased from 2006 to 2009. 
(4) The OBC enrolment students showed increased trend from 2006 to 2009. The percentage 
enrolment of OBC students increased from 2003 to 2009. 
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CASTWISE ENROLMENT IN UPPER-PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Year Total 
Enrolment 
General 
Enrol 
Ment 
SC  
Enrol 
ment 
ST  
Enrol 
ment 
OBC  
Enrol 
ment 
% 
of Gen 
eral 
% 
of SC 
% 
of ST 
% 
of OBC 
2003 27246 15501 7046 247 4452 56.89 25.86 0.90 16.34 
2004 23498 12574 6730 150 4044 53.51 28.64 0.63 17.20 
2005 21598 11448 6215 201 3734 53.00 28.77 0.93 17.29 
2006 19777 10152 5892 139 3594 51.33 29.79 0.70 18.17 
2007 20338 10120 6214 152 3852 49.75 30.55 0.74 18.93 
2008 19268 9304 6058 151 3755 48.29 31.44 0.78 19.48 
2009 18462 8850 5805 137 3670 47.94 31.44 0.74 19.87 
Source: DISE 2009 
On the basis of above analysis, the following interpretation can be drawn: 
(1) The total enrolment of general students showed a declining trend in enroment from year 2003 to 
2009. 
(2) The total enrolment of SC students showed declining trend from 2003 to 2006 and increased in 
2007, than again follow declining trend 2007 to 2009. However ,there was increased percentage 
enrolment from 2003 to 2009. 
(3)  The ST students enrolment showed the decreased enrolment from 2003 to 2004, increased in 2005 
and from 2006 onwards follow declining trend. The percentage enrolment decreased from 2003 to 
2004, increased in 2005, decreased in 2006, increased in 2006, increased in 2007 to 2008, and 
decreased in 2009. 
(4) The OBC enrolment students showed declining enrolment trend in 2003 to 2006, increased in 2007 
and onwards 2007 follow declining trend. The percentage enrolment of OBC students increased 
from 2003 to 2009. 
SCHOOL’S STRENGTH AND TEACHER’S STRENGTH 
(1) The number of government primary schools and teachers in the district were 509 and 1277 in 2004, 
while 503 schools and 1210 teachers in 2009 respectively.  
(2)  The number of government upper primary schools and teachers in the district were 509 and 1312 in 
2004, while 503 schools and 1237 teachers in 2009 respectively. 
Thus number of government schools and teachers showed a little declining trend from 2004 to 2009 in 
primary as well as upper primary schools. 
NO OF GOVERNMENT PRIMARY AND UPPER PRIMAY SCHOOL AND TEACHERS 
Primary School Upper Primary School 
Year No. Of Schools No of Teachers  Year No. Of Schools No of Teachers  
2004 509 1277 2004 509 1312 
2005 509 1251 2005 509 1294 
2006 506 1236 2006 506 1226 
2007 506 1205 2007 506 1285 
2008 504 1150 2008 504 1262 
2009 503 1210 2009 503 1237 
Source: www.hp.ssa.com 
The above table leads to interpret that: 
(1) The number of schools from 2004 to 2005 remained same, however, decreased 2006 to 2009 in 
Primary schools, whereas in Upper-Primary schools number of schools from 2004 to 2005 
remained same and decreased from 2006 to 2009. 
(2) The number of teachers showed declining trend from 2004 to 2008 and increased in 2009 in 
Primary schools, however number of teachers showed the declining trend from 2004 to 2008 and 
increased in 2009 in Upper-Primary schools. 
STUDENTS TEACHER RATIO 
(1) There was increase in student’s teacher ratio in primary as well as upper-primary schools from 2004 to 
2009. It was 4.25 percent in 2004, while 5.75 percent in 2009 while 5.58 percent in 2004, while 6.70 
percent in 2009. 
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Primary Schools Upper-Primary Schools 
Year Total 
Enrolment 
of Students  
No. Of 
Teachers 
Students- 
Teachers 
Ratio 
Year Total 
Enrolment 
of Students  
No. Of 
Teachers 
Students- 
Teachers 
Ratio 
2004 29991 1277 4.25 2004 23498 1312 5.58 
2005 28643 1251 4.37 2005 21598 1294 5.99 
2006 26665 1236 4.63 2006 19777 1226 6.19 
2007 24807 1205 4.86 2007 20338 1285 6.32 
2008 22749 1150 5.06 2008 19268 1262 6.55 
2009 21190 1218 5.75 2009 18462 1237 6.70 
Source: www.himachal.nic.in/ssa.html 
 From this table it may be concluded that : 
(1) There was declining trend of teachers 
enrolment in schools from 2004 to 
2008, however, in 2009 this trend 
increased in primary schools. There 
was declining trend of teacher’s 
enrolment from year 2004 to 2006, it 
increased in 2007 and showed 
declining trend in from 2008 to 2009 
in Upper Primary Schools. 
(2) There was increase in students 
teachers ratio from 2004 to 2009 in 
primary schools and increased in 
students teachers ratio from 2004 to 
2009 in Upper-Primary Schools.    
CONCLUSION 
From this paper it may be concluded that 
the district has first position in literacy rate in the 
Himachal Pradesh. Overall enrolment percentage 
share of girls has remained static over the period of 
2003 to 2009 in primary schools and upper primary 
schools, where as the overall enrolment percentage 
share of boys also showed the declining trend from 
2003 to 2009 in primary schools, however showed 
increasing trend in upper primary schools under the 
scheme of SSA. The enrolment of general students 
has decreased in 2009 than 2003 in primary as well 
as upper primary schools. The overall percentage 
enrolment share of SC, ST and OBC students has 
increased from 2003 to 2009 in primary and upper 
primary schools. The number of government 
primary schools as well as upper primary school 
has shown declining trend from the period 2004 to 
2009. However teacher strength also showed the 
declining trend from 2004 to 2009 and increased 
trend in student-teacher ratio in the district. Regular 
decrease in number of students in government 
elementary schools may be because of increase in 
strengthen of students to send their children to 
private schools and insufficient  teaching staff in 
these schools.         
EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 
In the light of finding of the studying some 
suggestions may be laid for educational 
implication: 
(1) The multiplicity of educational schemes 
for achieving the goal of universal 
elementary education should be reviewed. 
(2) The existing educational administrative 
set-up should be strengthened and given a 
full responsibility. 
(3) The SSA authority should not be 
administrative oriented, rather it should be 
human oriented, by giving due respect to 
teacher. 
(4) The teacher training programmes should 
be planned in a way that school children 
do not miss their teachers. 
(5) There should be academic responsibility 
an accountability of teachers as per their 
school performance and they should be 
allowed to work in school only for 
teaching. 
(6) School facilities need to be strengthened 
further both physical and teaching.   
(7) A regular monitoring system of 
elementary schools, under DIETS should 
be evolved to look into problems of 
teachers and students in teaching-learning 
process. 
(8) Steps should be taken to involve parents in 
educability of school children, through 
audit/continuing education programmes. 
(9) The government should take necessary 
steps to place education as a care element 
in human development while planning for 
the national development. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH    
The present study was delimited to only 
certain aspects in implementation of Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan in Hamirpur district of 
Himachal Pradesh. Keeping in view the 
delimitation of study and scope, some 
suggestions may be laid down for educational 
implications and further research. 
(1) Similar type of studies should be 
undertaken for other districts of Himachal 
Pradesh and rest of country to look into 
progress of SSA and problems in its 
implementation. 
(2) The learning performance of the students 
from grade 1
st
 to 8
th
 in a longitudinal 
manner, should be the focus of the studies 
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to identify learning difficulties in language 
and mathematics of elementary stage. 
(3) The teacher training programmes may be 
evaluated to study their impact on school 
effectiveness to improve quality of 
education at elementary stage. 
(4) The issues of enrolment and retention, 
across gender, caste and location need to 
be addressed in further researches to 
review the equilibrium of distribution of 
educational facilities and their utilization 
across the state and country. 
(5) The schools strengthen, teacher and 
facilities are the core elements of 
educational system and hence their 
availability and distribution over time 
need to continuously evaluated. 
(6) The role of DIETs and SCERTs to provide 
logistic support to the cause of 
universal/elementary needs to be studied 
in wider perspective. 
(7) The role of institutions of higher learning 
in the process of elementary so as to 
strengthen the entire educational system. 
(8) The role of state and SSA authority needs 
to be evaluated for enhancing their 
efficiency achieving the goal of universal 
education, both at elementary stage. 
(9) The implementation of various schemes 
for enrolment and retention in case of 
disadvantages groups such as girls child 
and SC/ST groups need to be evaluated to 
reduce disparity in enrolment and 
retention at elementary education.      
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